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Correspondence from Germany
(by Matheus Hantschko)
Post 107 near Spremberg, June 18, 1913

Dear readers of the Volksblatt in
faraway Texas!

| recently received a letter which
dealt with matters of no value from Mr.
John Mrosko who lives near Serbin in
Lee Co., Texas. Due to lack of time, |
was unable to answer him in a letter but
I will do so, today, in my
correspondence with the Giddings
Deutsches Volksblatt. The following is
herewith directed at this John Mrosko,
saying that the tale of the Maroske-
Nebraska-Millions Inheritance and the
discovery of diamonds in a coal mine
that was reported by F. Z. from
Weiswasser was only an “April Fools
prank” played on those who are not all
there! | hope that my friend John
Mrosko near Serbin is satisfied with my
reply and does not linger any longer in
his sweet hope that he, on behalf of a
none-existing remote ancestor who
never wandered about on this ground,
will become a millionaire.

I will let the “Spremberg Gazette”
which, on the 17th of the month, reports
on the festivities for the 25th
anniversary of governance by Kaiser
Wilhelm Il when it writes, among other
things, that: “The city was groomed in
its most festive finery for the jubilee, as
all public buildings presented flags and,
banners also waved gaily in the wind
from many private homes; numerous
display windows were also decorated,
in keeping with the occasion, and lent
an added effect to the festive mood
which was pleasantly apparent
throughout.
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This festive picture was enhanced by
scrubbed students, some wearing Bivat
ribbons, who moved through the streets
towards the school ceremonies. True
Hohenzoller weather ruled as the sun
rays shone in golden glory. Various acts
took place in the course of the morning
at the schools, through song, speeches
and discourses, emphasizing the
importance of the day and, where the
head teacher, Klemm, gave the formal
address at the Realgymnasium; the trade
school also staged a ceremony. The
schools and clubs, participating in the
pageant, began to move toward the fair
ground around 2 in the afternoon where
they assembled in their predetermined
formations. The ceremony, which was a
mighty ovation for our highly honored
and loved sovereign, began shortly after
2 o’clock. A ceremonial mood hovered
over the festive assembly, a crowd
seldom seen in such large numbers at
the fairground.

The mayor, Mr. Rath, ascended the
grandstand, following the rendition of
the choral “Praise to the Lord” by the
city band, to give the formal address.”

Translated by John Buerfeind
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